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MEETING WITH PRESIDENT THIEU. APRIL 24, 1972 


1. At the Soviet request. Dr. Kissinger has spent the last three 
days in Moscow discussing the agenda for President Nixon's visit. 
While there, he engaged the Soviets in discussion on the subject 
of Viet-Nam. They told Dr. Kissinger that they wished to be of 
assistance in a settlement and above all are anxious to eliminate 
any obstacle to President Nixon's visit. 

2. Based on the Soviet reactions, we have agreed to attend the 
plenary session of the Paris talks on Thursday, April 27. The 
other side has agreed to a private meeting on May 2. We believe 
that this will give us a chance to test out Soviet intentions and their 
influence with the other side and also to see whether the other side 
is serious about private talks. 

3. If the May 2 meeting fails to take place or if the other side 

* 

gives no indication of willingness to negotiate seriously, we will 
engage in a massive air campaign against North Viet-Nam and 
would cancel the Paris sessions again. 


4. We plan to announce the fact of Dr. Kissinger's visit to Moscow 
publicly on the same day that it is announced publicly that we agree 
to attend the Paris plenary meeting on Thursday, April 27. This 
scenario will suggest to all that the Soviets are engaged in an effort 
to achieve settlement and thereby minimize appearance of GVN/US 
backdown to North Vietnamese demands. 


5. We request your concurrence in these proposals. 

« % 
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6. A second message received this morning informs me that it 

is planned to announce Dr. Kissinger's trip to Moscow about noon 

Washington time Tuesday (1:00 a. m. , Wednesday, Saigon time). 

This has been agreed to by the Soviets. The announcement will 

clearly convey the fact that Viet-Nam was the purpose of Dr. 

Kissinger's visit to Moscow. 
v ' 

1 . We then plan to announce on Tuesday evening, April 25, at 7:30 
p. m. (8:30 a. m. , Wednesday, Saigon time) our willingness to 
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return to the public session in Paris on Thursday, April 27. 

8. Dr. Kissinger's discussions in Moscow suggest that the Soviets 
may wish to be helpful on Viet-Nam because of their concerns with 
other areas. They have been most positive in saying that they were 
not aware of the timing and scope of the enemy's offensive and have 
made it clear that they wish to maintain the summit meeting at all 
costs. 

9. We believe that the announcement, together with the subsequent 
secret session on May 2, will constitute strong evidence of our two 
governments' reasonableness in the face of the most flagrant enemy 
violation of past understandings. If the May 2 session proves un- 
fruitful, we will have then established the base for most. intense 
increase in air activity in North Viet-Nam, including additional 
strikes in the Hanoi/Haiphong area. 

10. There are signs that the majority in the U. S. is supporting 
strong Presidential action in the face of the North Vietnamese 
invasion, but we must maintain a program designed to (1) confuse 
and muffle dove sentiment in the U. S. , especially in the Congress; 
(2) assure the U. S. right that the President is determined to do 
everything necessary to succeed in his program; (3) balance (1) and 
(2) above so that maximum military and psychological pressure can 
be maintained on Hanoi at this critical juncture. 

11. It is essential that the above information be held in the strictest 
confidence. 
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